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Objective 

This lesson will increase studentsõ awareness of: 

- how art expresses cultural values and social conditions 

- the roles of art in expressing characteristics of the individual, community, state, and/or nation 

- how the role of art is international 

After this lesson, students will understand that art is a universal language.  
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Note for the Teacher 

While this unit is not based on sharing art with your pen-pals, doing so would increase its impact.  

If you would like additional resources, please contact the Books as Bridges Coordinator at bab@intlbookproject.org; we may have a book 
with cultural artwork at the International Book Project to lend.  
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AE 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.11, 2.17, 2.19, 2.22, 2.23, 2.24, & 2.25 

Academic Expectations Fulfilled  

Introduction: How Do We View Art? 

Use the handout on page six to show the students several different types of art. Allow them to choose their favorite and use 
the following questions as a discussion guide.  

What makes this piece your favorite?  

Is it because it reminds you of something from your own life?  

Is it created with colors you like?  

Does it remind you of someone? 

Why do people create art?  

Among many, many other reasons, people create art to share what they love, what is important to them, and other personal   
stories. The artist may wish to convey a message to a specific group of people, their own community, or to any viewer.  

What does art look like? Where is art? What kind of art do we create every day? 

Art can be painting on a canvas, colored pencil on paper, spray paint on a wall, your favorite movie, music on the radio, or print 
in a newspaper. Art is everywhere! 

Have you received art from your pen-pals? If so, what did they draw? What does this say about their lifestyle?  

mailto:bab@intlbookproject.org
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Activity 1:  What Does Art Say? 

Allow students to look at and discuss what they see in the pictures on the handout on page three. Use the following information for         
discussion: 

Snap the Whip, by Homer Winslow (1872). òSnap the Whipó was a popular game in the US throughout the 19th Cen-
tury.   Children hold hands in a line and run. The first children in line stop suddenly, yanking the others sideways 
and òsnapping the whip.ó The children on the end are knocked off their feet.  

What must life have been like in the 19th Century? Discuss the differences between the children in the painting 
and children today. Some examples include: bare feet, home in background with door open, style of home 
in background, style of clothes (suspenders!). Students can compare what they do after school with the 
game these children are playing.  

We Are Returning, by Isra Suweidan, 10-years-old in the Beit Dawi refugee camp. Taken from: http://annies-
letters.blogspot.com/2007_10_14_archive.html, from BBCMundo.com's Karim Hauser. Karim took pictures of 
this drawing by Palestinian children in Lebanese refugee camps. See the website listed to learn more about issues in 
Palestine and the plight of many Palestinian refugees. 

What must life be like for these children? They are in a refugee camp, planning to return home. The papers on 
the table in the foreground are agreements or summits dealing with their condition. The red triangle with 
black, white, and green stripes are from the Palestinian flag. The banner says, òWe are returning.ó Follow 
this link for more information and pictures like We Are Returning: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/
hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_palestinian_children0s_pictures/html/1.stm.  

Family Scene, by Amina Ali Ibrahim, 14-years-old at the al-Dawel school. Taken from: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_palestinian_children0s_pictures/html/3.st
m. In this picture of a family, a child plays with his father while the mother cooks. The fence separates the family 
from Jerusalem. On the horizon you can see the Dome of the Rock, an Islamic shrine which houses the Foundation 
Stone, the holiest spot in Judaism. 

 
What are these artists trying to express in their paintings?  
The artists are displaying their daily life through the paintings. Through their art, they are able to share a lifestyle and a story. 
 
How will their art benefit their community? How does it benefit themselves?  
Snap the Whip highlights children having fun. Viewers may be reminded of their childhood and experience positive feelings of    
remembrance. We Are Returning gives hope to Israõs fellow community members, while also educating others on their struggles in 
the refugee camp. Family Scene offers a portrait that others in Aminaõs community can relate to, giving a sense of unity. Like Israõs 
drawing, Aminaõs picture educates others about her communityõs struggles.  
 
Can you think of any artwork that is around your school or community? Is there a sculpture or painting of your school 
mascot at the front of the building? What is the purpose of that piece?  

http://annies-letters.blogspot.com/2007_10_14_archive.html
http://annies-letters.blogspot.com/2007_10_14_archive.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_palestinian_children0s_pictures/html/1.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_palestinian_children0s_pictures/html/1.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_palestinian_children0s_pictures/html/3.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_palestinian_children0s_pictures/html/3.stm
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Ask Your Pen-Pals! 

Instruct the students to write a letter to their pen-pals using only pictures. 

 Describe your day ð including getting ready in the morning, going to school, what you do after school, and what 
you do with your family and friends in the evenings.  

 Describe your family and friends. 

 Even though two people may speak different languages, art can be a common language between them. Ask your 
pen-pals to write back to you using only pictures!  

 

Some people create art while they work! People in developing countries often work creating beautiful tapestries, dolls, and 
other handmade crafts. 

Create a class painting to send to your pen-pals or hang in your school. Allow everyone in the classroom to show some-
thing they love, something that means a lot to them, or something they wish to express on the piece of art.  

Activity 2: Art as a Common Language  

Activity 3: Music & Masks as Art 

How is music art? 

Art is a means of expressing oneselfñthis can be through things someone sees, hears, or feels. Art is everywhere! Writing, drawings, paint-
ings, advertisements, music, sculptures: all things created by someone to express their emotions, or to provoke emotions from the viewer are 
art.  

Play music from the following resources and allow the students to write/draw what they hear.  

What kind of instruments do you hear? What materials are used to make these instruments? 

http://www.rootsworld.com/rw/feature/tracey.html This site provides samples of tribal music noting specific instruments. 

http://www.kaissa.com/flash/ Kaissa is from Cameroon. Her website plays samples of her songs (in French!). Note the instruments 
playing in the background. 

http://www.music.org.za/artist_atoz.asp This website specializes in southern African and South African musicians.  

In Africa, festive gatherings are marked with painted faces, masks, and music (such as listed above). How do masks express 
feelings? What about the face paintings? 

 

Send your  class artwork to your pen-pals! Ask them to create a piece as a class and send it back to 
your students. 

Brainstorm with your students what they can ask their pen-pals about art in their country.  

 What is your favorite kind of art?  

 Do you create art with your family and friends?  

 What kind of art is popular in your community?  
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Snap the Whip, by Homer 
Winslow. (1872) -http://news-

service.stanford.edu/news/2006/march1/
child-030106.html 

By looking at Snap the Whip, what do you think everyday life was like for these children? 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We Are Returning, by Isra Suweidan, 10-
years-old in the Beit Dawi refugee camp. 
http://annies-letters.blogspot 

.com/2007_10_14_archive. 

html from BBCMundo.com's Karim Hauser.  

West Bank, Palestine. 

Family Scene by Amina Ali Ibrahim, 14-
years-old at the al-Dawel school. 

West Bank, Palestine. 

What do you think life is like for these children? Why would they have drawn these pictures? 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://annies-letters.blogspot
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Send your  class artwork to your pen-pals! Ask them to create a piece as a class and send it back to your students. 

Ask your students what they can ask their pen-pals about art in their country.  

 What is your favorite kind of art?  

 Do you create art with your family and friends?  

Ask Your Pen-Pals! 

Activity 4: Sculpting Art 

Visit The Smithsonian Natural History website at http://www. mnh.si.edu/africanvoices/which describes the work of Master Carver La-
midi Fakeye from Nigeria. Also see: http://www.ezakwantu.com/Gallery%20Lamidi%20Fakeye%20-%20Lamidi%
20Olonade%20Fakeye.htm for more pictures of Fakeyeõs work. 

Browse through the varied examples of his work which include plaques, doors, posts and figures. Give each student a block of soap and 
materials for carving (i.e. popsicle sticks, plastic cutlery, and mechanical pencils without lead.) Ask them to use Fakeye¹s work as 
inspiration to create their own piece of art using soap.  

Lamidi Fakeye was part of the Yoruba tribe in Nigeria. Use the information below to allow the students to relate the 
Yoruba tribe culture to the artwork by Fakeye. Discuss further with the questions below.  

 The Yoruba people live in Southwest Nigeria and Benin. They have developed a variety of different artistic forms including pot-
tery, weaving, beadwork, metalwork, and mask making. Most artwork is made to honor the gods and ancestors and since there are 
more then 401 known gods to the Yoruba there is much sculpture and artwork made. Because of the vastness in the number of 
gods, the Yoruba have been compared to the ancient Greeks in the amount of gods and in the similarities between the structures of 
the gods.  
 
The Yoruba have started to become quite popular among Africans all over the world who claim the Yoruba as their family roots 
and follow the religion and culture of the Yoruba. Many claim that they are part of the Diaspora of the Yoruba as slaves.  
 
The Yoruba originated from a people known as the Oyo who arose and became quite popular by their trading with the Portugues 
which gave them a large supply of guns. However, they were unable to push back the Fulani who invaded them and pushed much 
of the Yoruba to the south. In the late 1800's the Yoruba formed a treaty with the Fulani and in 1901 they were colonized by 
the British. Because of their enmity with the Fulani, who are the great Islam evangelists, most of the Yoruba do not hold to Islam 
but instead worship many of the gods and spirits. Economically, the Yoruba primarily engage in agriculture, with about 15% of 
the people employed as merchants or artists and craftsman.  
 
One of the features that make the Yoruba unique is their tendency to form into large city groups instead of small village groups. 
Most of the large cities of Nigeria and Benin are inhabited almost solely by Yoruba.  

 (Information from http://www.africaguide.com/culture/tribes/yoruba.htm) 

 

What kind of things did Lamidi Fakeye carve in his artwork?  

Why do you think he chose to carve these things? What was important to him? 

What will you carve? What is important to you? 
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Worksheet: Sculpting Art 

Lamidi Olonade Fakeye is a fifth generation Nigerian carver of his family. During his long career, 
he achieved great fame around the world as one of the greatest African artists of modern times.  

By looking at his sculptures, what do you think is important to Fakeye?  

 

 

 

What does his artwork say about his culture?  
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Handout:  Art 

Shrek by the DreamWorks Corporation 

Starry Night by Vincent van Gogh 

Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci 

The Red Stiletto Car built by David Crow 
Money Origami         
Artist Unknown Colors of Thunder by Shaun Kinley 

Glass art by Dale Chihuley 

 

Which is your favorite piece?______________________________________________ 

Why?_______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 


